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IF. Jn Account of the Dead Bodies of a Man 
and Womaflj tphich were f referred 49 Tears in 
the Moors in Derbyfliire j king part of a 
Letter from Dr. Charles Balguy of Pecer- 
borough, to Cromwell Mortimer^ M. D* 
^ S. Sec. 

T IS very common to fee dead Bodies w\\\d\ hive 
^ been preferved by Art for many Ages : But that 
they lliould lie unchanged by means of che Soil only 
in which they were interred, will appear ftrunge to 
mod Peoples nor fhould 1 have taken upon me to 
relate it, had it not happened in the Neighbourhood 
where I was born^ and that I had an Opportunity 
therefore of informing myfelf well concerning ir» 

The Perfons of whom you have the following 
Account were lofl in a great Snow on the Moorsj in 
the Parifli oi Hope^ near the PFoodlmds in Derby- 
fhire^ January the tj^xh^i67^:^ and not being found 
'"till the 3d of May following (the Snow iafting 
probably the greateft part of that Time) they then 
fmelt fo ftrong, that the Coroner ordered them to be 
buried on the Spot. The Man's Name was Barber^ 
he had been a confiderable Grader, and was well 
known by the People that found him : but being re- 
duced in his Circumftances, was then going oiFwith 
his Servant'Maid for Ireland. They lay in the 
Peat^Mofs aS Years p Months before they were look* 
cd at again, when fome Countrymen, having obfer^ 
ved, I fuppofe, the extraordinary Quality of this 
Soil in preferving dead Bodies from corrupting, 
were curious enough to open the Ground to fee if 
thefe Perfons had been fo preferved^ and found them 
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no way altered, the Colour of their Skin being fair 
aiid natural, their Flelh foftas that of Perfons new- 
ly dead. They were afterwards expofed for a Sight 
iO Years, though they v/ere much changed in that 
tiinej by being fo often uncovered 5 and in the Year 
i7i<>3 Dr. Bourn o£ Che/ erf eld was there, who 
gave me this Account of the Condition they were 
then in, vij^. The Manperfed, his Beard flrong, 
and about a i of an Inch long, the Hair of his Head 
Ihorr, his Skin hard and of a Tann'd-leather Colour, 
pretty much the fame as the Liqour and Earth they 
lay in : He had on a Broad-cloth Coat, which he 
tried to tear a Skirt off, but could not. Tlie Wo- 
man^ by fome rude People had been taken out of the 
Ground, to which one may well impute her greater 
Decay 5 one Leg was off, the Flelh decayed, the 
Bone found, the Flefli of one Hand decayed, the 
Bonefoundion h.rFace, th.upperLip, ,heT,p of her 
Nofe decayed, but no where elfe. Her Hair was 
long and fpringy as that of a living Perfon. He took 
out one of the Fore-Teeth, the upper Part of which, 
as far as was contained in the Socket, was as elaftic 
as a piece of Steel ; and, being wrapped round his Fin- 
ger, fprung again to its tirll: Form ; but this Power 
was loft in a few Minutes after it had been in 
lis Pocket. 

Mr, Barter of Rotheram^ the Man's Grandfon, 
was at the Expence of a decent Funeral for them at 
laft in Hope Church, where upon looking into the 
Grave fome tiitie afterwards, it was foiind they 'were 
entirely confumed. 

Mr. WermaU the Minifler of Hope was prefent 
when they were removed : He obferved that they 
lay about a lard deep^ the Soil oi Mofs moift^ but 
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no Water flood in the Plice at alL He faw their 
Stockings drawn oft, and the Man's Legs, which had 
never been uncovered before, were quire fair; the 
Fleflij when preifed with his Finger, pitted a little, 
and the Joints played freely and without the leaft 
StifFnefs : The other Parts were muchdecayed: What 
was left of their Cioaths (for People had cut away 
the greateft part to carry Home as a Curiofity) was 
iirai and good ; the Woman had on a piece of new 
Serge, which feemed never the worfe. 

Thefe are all the Particulars of moment which 
my Friends, who faw them at this diftance of Time, 
are able to recolieO:* The Thing is certainly very 
remarkable, as there are no Means known (I believe) 
of preferving dead Bodies fo well. 1 leave People to 
pleafe themfelves, by making their own Obfervations 
upon it ; though fome time cr other, when I have 
Opportunity and Leifure to furniQi myfelf with the 
necellary Experiments, I may trouble you again on 
this Subje£l. 



Y* A^^ Account^ hy Dr. Richard-Middiecoa 
Mailey, of aSook^^ ewtft^/c^Locupletiflfimi 
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THIS magnificent Work is to confift of four large 
Folio Volumes. The ingenious, curious, and 
mofl: diligent Coiiedor, takes in all parts of Natural 

Hiltory^ 



